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T O D A Y ’ S  S T O R Y

The skyway through the Alliance Bank Center in downtown Saint Paul has

been closed since the building shut at the start of April 2025 (the City

limited skyway access through it on April 2). In June 2026 the City

committed to reopening three closed sections, two of them through the

former Alliance Bank Center. Today, as that reopening moves forward, the

Alliance is walking the route from Landmark Towers to Town Square, the

stretch cut off before the Alliance Bank junction, past the small

businesses that kept their doors open on a severed corridor. The occasion

is a new policy document the Alliance is beginning to research and build

with Open Civic Intelligence Ventures LLC: the Downtown Saint Paul

Jumpstart Plan, a plan to sustainably jumpstart downtown with policy

that has worked in other cities.

The plan’s premise: downtown runs on nonprofit and institutional

timelines, and small business owners do not have that runway. It proposes

investing in ideas directly so empty spaces fill now, incentivizing owner-

occupied storefronts in newly converted buildings still leasing up,

strengthening the laws that govern the skyway on the Des Moines model,

and setting common design standards with residents and small business

owners. The method, in order: legibility first (the live map at

spskyway.com), prove demand (681 survey responses, 45 easements on

the public record, a petition to the City Council), then change policy (this

plan). That is how it is done sustainably and people first.

F O U R  T H I N G S  T O  K N O W

1. The skyway is already public, by easement. Roughly five miles of

climate-controlled corridor connecting forty-seven downtown blocks,

built on easements granted to the City. Saint Paul’s Chapter 140 calls

skyway space the “easement area.” The easements are the lever, and

every one on file is readable in the Skyway Library at

linearparkalliance.org/library/skyway.

2. 681 people told Friends of the Saint Paul Skyway what is wrong. In the

2026 Saint Paul Skyway survey (March 2 – May 2, 2026), 65% named

closed or vacant businesses as a top frustration and 56% named closed

skyways through main thoroughfares. 81% of those who answered call the

skyway essential to downtown. 70% want pop-up markets in the corridor;

59% want more food options and 52% more retail.

3. The fix is speed. Fill empty spaces on a small-business timeline, not a

grant-cycle timeline. Owner-occupied storefronts. Uniform skyway rules

that are actually enforced. Design standards set by the people who live

and work here.

4. The map is live. spskyway.com shows every bridge, every closure and

every open door, updated as the corridor changes. The first step to a park

is a map people can read.
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Short. The Saint Paul Linear Park Alliance is a Minnesota nonprofit of residents and

business owners working to reclassify the Saint Paul skyway, forty-seven blocks of climate-

controlled corridor that is public by easement, as a linear park: a park, one story up.

Long. A Minnesota nonprofit corporation formed in 2026 by downtown residents and

business owners. Its petition asks the Saint Paul City Council to begin a Linear Park

reclassification of the skyway system, moving it from a code-enforcement asset to a

programmed public space. The Alliance organizes support and raises funds for small

projects across the system, keeps the public record of the easements that make the skyway

public, and stands ready to serve as the park’s conservancy partner. It works in partnership

with Open Civic Intelligence Ventures LLC (Open-Civ), builder of the live skyway map at

spskyway.com.

T H E  L I V E  M A P :  S P S K Y W A Y . C O M

The first step was making the skyway legible. spskyway.com is the live map of the Saint Paul

skyway, built by Open-Civ and run in partnership with the Alliance: every bridge and

corridor drawn from the network’s real geometry, hours and closures kept current,

directions from any entrance to any door, and the businesses one story up. The Alliance’s

site embeds it, the Skyway Library documents it, and the Jumpstart Plan measures

activation with it.

S A Y  I T ,  S H O W  I T ,  L I N K  I T

S AY  O N  A I R linearparkalliance.org/tv (join the Alliance) · spskyway.com (the

map)

Q R  O N  S C R E E N linearparkalliance.org/fox9 — the first code below; lands on the

join form

Q R ,  P R I N T/ W E B linearparkalliance.org/map — the second code; lands on the live

map

W E B  A R T I C L E https://linearparkalliance.org/?utm_source=fox9&utm_medium
=article&utm_campaign=skyway-junction-reopening

A R T I C L E  ·  M A P https://www.spskyway.com/?utm_source=fox9&utm_medium=artic
le&utm_campaign=skyway-junction-reopening

A R T I C L E  ·

L I B R A R Y

https://linearparkalliance.org/library/skyway?utm_source=f
ox9&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=skyway-junction-reopen
ing

S O C I A L https://linearparkalliance.org/?utm_source=fox9&utm_medium
=social&utm_campaign=skyway-junction-reopening

Join the Alliance

linearparkalliance.org/fox9
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The live map

linearparkalliance.org/map

For print and web. Lands

on spskyway.com.

A S S E T S  A N D  C R E D I T S

Mark (SVG), brand card (1200×630), the network map (SVG), site screenshots and both QR

sets, individually or as one zip, at linearparkalliance.org/press. Research and policy: Open

Civic Intelligence Ventures LLC, in partnership with the Saint Paul Linear Park Alliance.

Survey: the 2026 Saint Paul Skyway survey, conducted by Friends of the Saint Paul Skyway

(skywayfriends.org), March 2 – May 2, 2026, 681 responses; tallies by Open-Civ at

spskyway.com/linear-park/survey. Map: Open-Civ and the Alliance; photos: the Alliance.

Free to use with credit.
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